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Purpose/Opportunities
Partnering with Bethel Baptist in Progreso, Texas, to reach a lost people group in a very rural and poverty stricken area of Mexico.  The goal is not only to share the Gospel to the lost, but to help establish new missions and to disciple and equip new believers to reach their own people.  

Bethel Baptist, under the leadership of Bro. Oscar Corrasco, for over 20 years has helped establish different churches in both Mexico and the Rio Grande Valley.  Approximately 18 years ago, Bethel Baptist began to work in Estacion Catorce, a town of approximately 3,000 people and in the village of Tanque de Dolores, a village of approximately 500 people located on a dirt/gravel road 40 minutes from Estacion Catorce.  A church was established in each of these locations.  Bethel Baptist, along with occasional help from other churches over the years, has continued to travel to each of these locations multiple times each year to help support each mission through building projects, assisting in ministry (outreach/discipleship), along with the financial support needed to support pastors and maintain the facilities.  
The ministry opportunities are endless in this area as there are several small villages (500 to 1,000 in population) in the area surrounding the town of Estacion Catorce.  The church established in Estacion Catorce  was planned to be the lead church for this area and to help establish and support other missions in the isolated villages in the surrounding area.  The two existing churches are the only evangelical churches in the area.

Most of the villages in the area have grade schools.  However, the majority of students are unable to continue their education since Estacion Catorce has the only high school in the area.  The distance, road conditions, limited transportation, and lack of income keep the students from attending school in Estacion Catorce.  The ministry at Bethel Baptist began building an adobe dormitory to house 60 to 80 students, enabling them to live in Estacion Catorce to continue their education.  While living at the dormitory the Gospel will be shared and they will live in a Christian atmosphere.  However, due to lack of funding, the dormitory has not been completed.  If completed, the dorm would not only house students during the school year, but would also be available for mission groups to stay at the dorm while ministering in the area.
The church at Tanque de Dolores presently has facilities to house mission groups, but is somewhat primitive.  
With the help of some construction teams, the two established churches would be ready to host mission teams to serve in other ministry opportunities.  
Ministry Opportunities

•Backyard Bible Clubs




•Revival Services

•Drama






•Outreach – door-to-door

•Puppets






•The Jesus Film, The Passion •Music

  





    of the Christ
•Construction at new missions



•Discipleship/Teaching

•Upgrading & completion of



•Outreach events

     present facilities at both churches


•Sports Camps

•Construction of new pews for both churches

•Medical Team

•Construction of bunk beds for dormitory

•Working with students at the dormitory once completed

•Possible construction and maintenance at schools and villages meeting      
physical needs to reach them spiritually.
•Completion of new parsonage at Estacion Catorce

•Completion of dormitory at Estacion Catorce

AREA DESCRIPTION
The areas of Estacion Catorce and Tanque de Dolores are located approximately eight to nine hours’ drive south of Progreso, Texas.  The area is considered high desert with daytime temperatures of eighty-five to ninety degrees and nighttime temperatures of fifty to sixty degrees during the summer time.
The movie, “The Mexican,” with Brad Pitt and Julia Roberts, was filmed about forty-five minutes from the village in a ghost town that has become a tourist attraction.  The scenery in the movie shows the type of terrain you will be serving in.
The people in the area are very poor with most families not having an income of more than twenty dollars per week.  Some of the surrounding villages have an average income of approximately one dollar per day.  Their main diet consists of rice and beans, while any livestock they might have is often sold to help support their families.

RELIGIOUS INFLUENCES

The Catholic Church is the main religious influence in the area.  However, it is more of a political force than using its influences to share the Message of Jesus Christ.  The people have been very receptive of the mission and are grateful to the church and Pastor Oscar’s efforts.
Lodging
Progreso, Texas
Several well-known motels available.

Best Western, Weslaco, Texas (just outside of Progreso)


Cost:  $59.00/night, includes full breakfast

Bethel Baptist Church will allow groups to stay at their facilities (no showers).
Monterrey, Mexico
Second largest city in Mexico.  All well-known chains available.

Estacion Catorce, Mexico
Team could stay at church or parsonage while completing facilities.

•One motel available – very simple

  
    -Cost $10.00 per night per individual

  
    -Large groups possibly cheaper (kitchen available)


•Parsonage/church

              -Team could stay at church or parsonage while completing facilities.

 
   -The parsonage will be available in the near future upon completion.


   -Dorm adjacent to church should be available for groups by the summer 
             
    of 2007 (2 to 3 construction crews are needed prior to this time).  

               The dorm will also have a kitchen and meeting area.

Tanque de Dolores
Facilities available for teams 
Primitive – sleeping in church, limited shower facilities

Kitchen available

Food and Water
Food should be purchased in the United States (or locations in Mexico Bro. Oscar is familiar with) and will be prepared by suggested locals or your own people.

All drinking water will be bottled water or transported from the United States.  (Bottled water can be purchased in Mexico.)

Bro. Oscar or your guide should be able to suggest restaurants to eat at while en route.  An alternative would be to travel with sandwiches and other food already prepared.

Medical Services
Limited medical services are located in Estacion Catorce, and Matehuala (an hour’s drive) offers more adequate services.
Police and Security

A police force is stationed in Estacion Catorce.  Drugs and liquor are not a problem in this area.  The people are very receptive to outsiders and work with the church.  Students should have guidelines and curfews.

Communication
Cell phones normally will not work in this area.  However, you should have access to a phone in Estacion Catorce.

A satellite phone is great if you are serving in outlying villages.  

Estimated cost:
Rental $125.00, plus cost per minute




1 to 4 hours $1.29 per minute pre-paid




5 hours prepaid $1.09




Example:
$125.00   rental






  154.80   two hours airtime at $1.29 per hour






    30.00   shipping






$309.80   Approximate

Transportation

•
Flights

Teams can fly into Monterrey, Mexico, and drive approximately 4 to 5 hours to Estacion Catorce.

•
Driving 


Harrison, AR to Progreso, TX
      Mileage:  954    Time:  approximately 15.5 hours

Allow 2 to 3 hours to cross the border, however, it could only be one hour.


Progreso, TX to Estacion Catorce, MX     Mileage:  403   Time:  approximately 8 hours

Total estimated driving time (including border crossing):  25 to 27 hours

•
Vehicles


Personal or church vans or vehicles are allowed to travel into Mexico with proper identification and papers (such as vans, SUV’s, and pickups).

Buses are not allowed into the interior of Mexico, however, they are allowed within a limited distance across the border.  Buses can be rented from Mexican companies at the border.

Rented vehicles (such as vans) cannot cross into Mexico unless they have been rented from companies in Texas located on the border.


Church owned or personal trailers can travel into Mexico with the proper identification and papers.  Stock trailers are not allowed!

Estimated cost for a van rented at the border for one week is $1,000 (includes rental, mileage, permits, Mexico insurance – does not include tolls or gas).  This cost is based on the cost of one mission trip.

Advantage Rent-a-Car – Grime Street, Harlingen, TX   
 956-421-5878

Enterprise Rent-a-Car – Harlingen, TX


 956-430-8643

Vans provide a great opportunity to pick-up people for services or Backyard Bible Clubs while at your location.  This is very important since many of the people do not have transportation.

•
Rental Information

Churches should provide rental agencies with a list of drivers that includes a copy of their driver’s license.  To expedite the process, provide names, drivers license numbers, dates of birth, address, and home and work phone numbers. 

All drivers must be at the rental office to sign personally.
Exchange currency before crossing the border.
BORDER CROSSING/PAPERWORK
•  Passport for each individual.

•  Student under 18


-notarized letter from parents giving permission to travel into Mexico


-if traveling with one parent, must have notarized letter from other parent giving 
  
 permission

•  Personal vehicle/trailer


-must have notarized letter from individual or church giving permission for mission 
 
 group to take vehicle/trailer (list all drivers on vehicle on letter)


- must have registration and ownership papers


-Mexico insurance is required - $26.00 per vehicle


-tourist permit - $20.00 per person (purchased at border)


-vehicle permit – approximately $35.00 – purchased at border – must be paid 
by 
 main designated driver on rental contract or person given permission to 
drive privately owned vehicle.  The individual must use a Visa or MasterCard 
in 
their name!  They will not allow credit cards from other people traveling 
with your group.

IDENTIFICATION PAPERS

Each person participating on the mission to Mexico will need the following identification items to insure they do not have any problems crossing the border.

*
A Passport



OR


Picture ID from the State of Arkansas


*Notarized letter for students under


(If you have a driver’s license, it will suffice.)

18 with parents signature that they 


and a copy of your birth certificate with a


have parents permission to travel


raised seal






in Mexico with the mission team.

*
If a student under 18 is traveling with one parent into Mexico, they must also have a notarized letter from the other parent that they have given permission for the student to travel into Mexico with the accompanying parent.

After 2006, passports will be required for all individuals going into Mexico.

If you do not have a copy of your birth certificate with the raised seal, one of the fastest ways to obtain one is to go online and order at  www.vitalchek.com   Select the state you were born in and follow the instructions.

Certain states (including Arkansas) will also allow you to order a copy of your birth certificate through www.uscerts.com
Guidelines/Precautions

While traveling in Mexico:
•Each vehicle should have a walkie-talkie.

•A translator if possible.

•Drive safely – not over 70 mph (obey speed limit).

•Travel on main highways.

•After passing through a tollbooth or checkpoint, pull over and wait on other vehicles in your group.

•Make sure the vehicle behind you is in visual contact.

•Use rested drivers (switch-off when necessary).

•Do not eat at roadside cafes/stands unless packaged food.  Your guide may suggest a restaurant.

•Obey all rules and guidelines.

•Be courteous and polite at each tollbooth and checkpoint.

While working with the people:


•Respect their customs.


•Many things we take for granted may not be the same in Mexico.


•Do not waste food or water (or other items).


•Dress modestly.


•Youth groups will need to be supervised and made aware of their customs, 
culture, and any safety issues.


•Show kindness and patience.


•Realize who we are representing – Jesus Christ.

While traveling and serving in Mexico enlist an adequate amount of translators.  This is very important to help ensure the effectiveness of your mission project.  Bro. Oscar Carrasco will be able to help locate people to help with this mission project.  (Many may be from his own church in Texas.)

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  Who being in very nature God did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross!
 





Philippians 2:5-8 (NIV)

Costs for Construction Trips
to Estacion Catorce

December 8-16, 2006 &

March 9-17, 2007

Costs based on 12 individuals driving two vans.  (Vans provided by churches.)

Individual costs $400 - plus the cost of meals while traveling

Costs cover:


•Lodging while in Mexico


•Food while in Mexico


•All permits and tolls, vehicle insurance


•Fuel for vehicles

Goals:


•To complete parsonage


•Minor repair to church


•Complete 2 bathrooms & showers at church


•Complete dormitories (this will not only house area students next year, but will 
  
  provide housing for mission teams in the summer).


•Minor repair to church at Tanque de Dolores if possible.
Contact Information
If you would like additional information, please contact Royce Sweatman at the Associational Office - (870) 741-3806.

-OR-
Jack McCarty at Eagle Heights Baptist Church - (870) 741-5148.

Pray for these mission opportunities!
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